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Pliny says/ ""When Alexander the Great was on his
Indian expedition he was presented by the King of
Albania with a dog of unusual size/* which successfully
attacked both a lion and an elephant in his presence.
The same story is repeated by his copyist Soliuus,9
without any change in the name of the country. Now
we know from the united testimony of Strabo, Diodorus,
and Curtius, that the Indian king who presented Alex-
ander with these fighting dogs was Sophites, and he
therefore must have been the king of Albania. For this
name I propose to read Labania by the simple transposi-
tion of the first two letters. AABAN would therefore
become AABAN, which at once suggests the Sanskrit
word lavana, or " salt/' as the original of this hitherto
puzzling name.
The name of the salt mountain itself is also given by
Pliny in another place10 as Oromenus, for which I am
unable at present to suggest any satisfactory derivation.
I notice it, however, for the sake of the remark which
Pliny adds, that the kings of the country obtained a
greater revenue from the rock salt than from either gold
or pearls. I wish to draw special attention to this point
for the purpose of showing the prominent position which
Sophites must have held amongst the princes of the
Punjab. In the time of Akbar the town of Bhira on
the Jhelam, where the salt duties were levied, yielded
£50,000 annually,11 or just one-third of the whole
revenue of the district of the upper Chaj Doab, between
the Chenab and Jhelam rivers, Under Ranjit Sinh the
salt-mines produced a revenue of ,£80,000, which was
8  Hist. Nat., viii. 61.	9 C. 20.
10 Hist. Nat., xxxi. 39.       n Ayin Akb»ri, ii. 262.

